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Arjuna were depicted as Anundyakas. It was mainly they who
extended their helping hand to Yudhistira in all his pursuits and
problems.

And besides the human assistance, the Hero at times re"
ceives,by virtue of his merits or moral strength, help from divine
beings, including the supreme God. Such a superhuman help and
success establishes the moral prowess of the Hero. In this Kdvya
Lord Krsna plays that role. And other characters like Vedavydsa
also extends helping hand to Yudhistira in his pursuit of righteous
duty.

In the great epic Bhima the second of the Pandavas is well
known for his physical strength. As Dr.Sukthankar puts it "B^ima
is a veritable giant with the strength of ten thousand elephents.
He was a terror to his enemies. In personal combat he kills at
different times notorious giants like Hidimba, Baka, Kimm?ra and
Jatdsura".32 He also killed the lascivious Kicaka, the terrible
Jardsandha, Duryodhana, Du^sdsana and all the other Kaurava
brothers single handed. He is a man of adventurous spirit, and
all these characteristic features are clearly depicted in this Kdvya.
But some of the incidents like the killing of Kimmira and Jatdsura
are merely mentioned and not described in detail. The killings of
Hidimba, Bakdsura, Kz'caka and Jardsandha are however described
at length in this Kdvya. In all these episodes the sentiment of
either Raudra or V?ra is depicted and Bhima is the diambana in all
such descriptions. He is devoted to righteousness and never shirks
helping people in distress. All the physical movements and mental
moods conducive to express the Raudra or Vira sentiments are
described in this Kdvya whenever Bh?ma is in action against evil.
Agastya's conception ofBhzma in his Kavya can be well understood
by analysing his description of the birth of Bhima.

"Kunti invokes God Vdyu, and by him gets a son called Bhima,
who is a demon-killer, just as Anjand got a son in the past by
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